[Phase changes in the population of group A streptococci and their influence on the course of the epidemic process of tonsillitis].
This work presents the data on the complex evaluation of the population of group A streptococci, studied at each of four phases (reservation, epidemic transformation, epidemic spread, reservational transformation) of the course of the epidemic process of streptococcal infection of the respiratory tracts (tonsillitis) in an organized group of adults. The characterization of the phases of the infective agent in accordance with the level of the carrier state, the size of streptococcal foci and the virulence of streptococci is given. Thus, the study shows that the heterogeneity of group A streptococci with respect to their virulence reaches its maximum level at the phases of reservation and epidemic spread and its minimum level at the phases of epidemic and reservational transformation. The size of streptococcal foci in carriers and the virulence of streptococci isolated from them are the inter-related unidirectional signs of the population of the infective agent and, at the same time, the main factors responsible for the phase character of the epidemic process and the morbidity level in tonsillitis.